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THE 2016 MARUTI Suzuki Supra 
SAEINDIA was the biggest event in 
the five-year-long illustrious history 
of the event, with 150 teams and 
3,750 students taking part. Tough 
competition was a given, and the 
multitude of tests and 100+ industry 
specialists from 25 corporations judging 
the event as volunteers were sure to 
separate the wheat from the chaff.

Globally, the competition has an 
extremely rich history and has earned a 
cult status among engineering students 
worldwide. Conceived in 1978, the 
competition was originally called SAE 
Mini Indy. The aim was to have a team 
of students design, build and test a 
prototype based on a series of rules 
whose purpose is both to ensure onsite 
event operations and promote clever 
problem solving.

Fast-forward. In 2011, the Indian 
chapter of the SAE, SAEINDIA decided 
to start the event in the country and 
named it SUPRA (abbreviated from 
Super Racing).

For the participating students, the 
most exciting part was of course to 
get a chance to compete at the Buddh 
International Circuit — a Formula 1- 
specification race track which has seen 
greats like Schumacher, Alonso and 
Vettel and Hamilton leave their mark at 
the pinnacle of the sport.

In order to take the competition up to 
international norms, four international 
experts who had experience of judging 
similar competitions in Europe and 
elsewhere were present as well — 
namely, Benjamin Moeller, Christian 
Amersbach, Christoph Beisswanger 
from Germany and Anastasia 

WHEEL TO WHEEL
The 2016 Maruti Suzuki Supra SAEINDIA saw 150 teams go head to head in a five-day-long  
competition at the Buddh International Circuit. Here’s how it all panned out.

Potrashkova from Russia.
The five-day event kicked off with 

teams presenting their projects, 
including design and cost decisions 
made. The objective of the presentation 

event was to evaluate the team’s ability 
to develop and deliver a comprehensive 
business case that will convince the 
executives of a corporation that the 
team’s design best meets the demands 
of the amateur, weekend competition 
market, and that it can be profitably 
manufactured and marketed.

Teams presented various details 
of the plan including plant layout for 
possible mass production, cost of 
production, break-even analysis and 
even promotional strategies they would 
adopt to push their products in the 
target market. So, as you can see, there’s 

a lot of work apart from just going all 
guns blazing in the workshop and 
building the vehicle.

Team Haya Racing from PES 
University managed to present the 
most compelling business case to grab 
top honours in the category while 
Stallion Motorsports 2.0 from Smt. 
Kashibai Navale College of Engineering 
bagged the Cost Report award. 

Engineering Design is perhaps the 
most important of static events not 
only because it carries the maximum 
points (150) but also has a direct bearing 
on the final project — in terms of 

objectives and performance. The team 
needs to specify design goals which 
were considered while designing the 
vehicle. Prioritising among drivability, 
weight reduction, manufacturing 
and so on is critical. Each engineering 
sub-system — chassis, wheel assembly, 
suspension, steering, brakes, engine, 
transmission and of course safety 

The presentation event evaluates  
the team’s ability to deliver a 
comprehensive business case.

Pimpri-Chinchwad 
College of 

Engineering came 
out tops thanks to 

their prowess in 
dynamic events.

Drivers get 
briefed pre-race 

at the state-of-
the-art race 

control of Buddh 
International 

Circuit.

Left to right: Hmm, let’s see what else needs to be done; fuel efficiency was also scored in Supra SAE; focus on static events — presentation, cost was critical.
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systems need to be detailed out and 
the rationale behind the choices made 
needs to be supported and validated.

Team Acceleracers from Maharashtra 
Institute of Technology were adjudged 
to have presented the best design 
report and not coincidentally they 
were the first team to clear technical 
inspection as well. Thus the clarity in 
the design philosophy and approach 
carried through to their preparation for 
the event as well.

Once the teams completed all the 
static events and cleared technical 
inspection — it was time for the fun 
part! Dynamic tests. As it says on the 
tin, dynamic tests are meant to test 
the dynamic abilities of the student’s 
creation. Acceleration, braking, 
handling and lateral grip were all tested 
and measured with industry-standard 
equipment to ensure accuracy and 
eradicate the chance of human error.

Team Vamos Autocross from Sinhgad 

Academy of Engineering topped the 
acceleration run, while overall winners 
Team Kratos Racing from Pimpri 
Chinchwad College of Engineering 
topped the skid pad and autocross 

events, offering a glimpse of their 
vehicle’s dynamic potential even before 
the grand finale of the endurance event.

Despite all the performance 
connotations, teams were judged on 
fuel efficiency as well —after all, it is as 
important in the times we live, with 
incessant focus on sustainability and 
saving the environment by reducing 
reliance on fossil fuels. 100 points were 
up for grabs for the most fuel efficient 
vehicle, and once again it was Team 
Kratos Racing which overshadowed 
their rivals. Their car, christened 
Fireblade 2.0, was not only the quickest 
through all dynamic tests but also the 
most fuel efficient of the lot. A winning 
combination, no doubt!

The weather gods were also in no 
mood to let the students have an easy 
time, with rain often stalling planned 
tests while a blazing sun beat down 
on competitors on final race day. It 
was a race against all odds and a race 
that Pimpri Chinchwad College of 
Engineering deservingly won, beating 
21 other teams which started the 
endurance on the final day. A total  
of 16 teams completed the endurance, 
which saw drivers complete five laps 
of the full F1 layout of the Buddh 
International Circuit.

Having swept all the dynamic 
competitions, the win in the final 
endurance was all that Team Kratos 
needed to seal their overall title, 
although they were run close by 
Interceptors 2.0 of Dr. D Y Patil Institute 
of Engineering and Technology. The 
latter also finished second in the 
endurance as well.

Overall, it was an incredible and 
memorable edition of the Supra 
SAEINDIA and all participants will 
cherish the memories of the event. 
There is no time to waste though, as 
SAEINDIA is all set to announce the 
dates for the 2017 competition very 
soon. Ready, set, go!

Left to right: Some shut-eye always helps; international judges worked extremely hard throughout; some last-minute fixes being made to the exhaust.

Above and below right: All smiles for the winning team from Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering.

S.No.	Award Name	 Winner Name	 Vehicle Number	 Team Name	 College/ Institute Name	  Sponsored by

24	 Dronacharya (Faculty Advisor)	 Mr. Kulkarni SR.	 76	 WINGS	 Maharashtra Institute of Technology – Aurangabad	  Siemens

25		  Mr. Amol & Mr. Nilesh	 85	 Team Kratos Racing	 Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering	  Altair

26	 Best Pit		  123	 ACCELERACERS	 Maharashtra Institute of Technology – Pune	  Maruti Suzuki

27	 Best Vehicle Appearance		  48	 Amrita Racing	 Amrita School of Engineering	  BPCL

28	 Best Woman Participant	 Ms. Davenderjit Kaur	 101	 GENSONIC	 Guru Nanak Dev Engineering College	  Maruti Suzuki

29	 Team with Maximum		  18	 AIOUS FORMULA 	 Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical University	  Castrol

	 women participation			   STUDENT

S.No.	 Award Name	 Position	 Vehicle Number	 Team Name	 College/ Institute Name	  	Sponsored by

	 Overall Winners

1		  1st	 85	 Team Kratos Racing	 Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering	  	Maruti Suzuki

2		  2nd	 129	 THE INTERCEPTORS 2.0	 Dr. D Y Patil Institute of Engineering and Technology		  Maruti Suzuki

3		  3rd	 48	 Amrita Racing	 Amrita School of Engineering	  	Maruti Suzuki

	 Endurance

4		  1st	 85	 Team Kratos Racing	 Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering	  	Castrol

5		  2nd	 129	 THE INTERCEPTORS 2.0	 Dr. D Y Patil Institute of Engineering and Technology	  	Castrol

	 Autocross

6		  1st	 85	 Team Kratos Racing	 Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering	  	AVL

7		  2nd	 129	 THE INTERCEPTORS 2.0	 Dr. D Y Patil Institute of Engineering and Technology	  	AVL

	 Skid Pad

8		  1st	 85	 Team Kratos Racing	 Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering	  	MRF

9		  2nd	 70	 OJASWAT	 Chandubhai S. Patel Institute of Technology	  	MRF

	 Acceleration

10		  1st	 45	 TEAM VAMOS AUTOCROSS	 Sinhgad Academy of Engineering	  	Total

11		  2nd	 129	 THE INTERCEPTORS 2.0	 Dr. D Y Patil Institute of Engineering and Technology	  	Total

	 Fuel Economy

12			   85	 Team Kratos Racing	 Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering	  	Shell

13			   114	 TEAM SPCE RACING	 Sardar Patel College of Engineering	  	BPCL (Go Green)

	 Engineering Design

14		  1st	 123	 ACCELERACERS	 Maharashtra Institute of Technology - Pune	  	Ansys

15		  2nd	 48	 Amrita Racing	 Amrita School of Engineering	  	Ansys

	 Cost

16		  1st	 99	 STALLION MOTORSPORTS S 2.0	 Smt. Kashibai Navale College of Engineering	  	Siemens

17		  2nd	 48	 Amrita Racing	 Amrita School of Engineering	  	Siemens

	 Business Presentation

18		  1st	 133	 TEAM HAYA RACING	 P E S University	  	BPCL

19		  2nd	 60	 Team Octane Racing	 College of Engineering, Pune	  	BPCL

	 CAE

20		  1st	 123	 ACCELERACERS	 Maharashtra Institute of Technology - Pune	  	Altair

21		  2nd	 60	 Team Octane Racing	 College of Engineering, Pune	  	Altair

22	 Innovation		  97	 MEAN MACHINE 2.1	 Ajay Kumar Garg Engineering College	  	Total

23	 First Team to clear 
	 Technical Inspection		  123	 ACCELERACERS	 Maharashtra Institute of Technology - Pune	  	Shell

AWARDS: 2016 MARUTI SUZUKI SUPRA SAE INDIA
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	 COMMITTEE	 NAME	 ORGANISATION	 	

1	 Chief Patron	 Mrs Rashmi Urdhwareshe	 ARAI

2	 Patron	 Mr R S Kalsi	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

3	 Patron	 Mr C V Raman	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

4	 Convener	 Mr Prashant K Banerjee	 SIAM

5	 Joint Convener	 Mr Deepak Sawkar	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

6	 Advisor	 Dr. S. Thirumalini	 Amrita College of Engg

7	 Academia Advisor	 Prof S Maji	 GB Pant Govt Engg College

8	 Overall Event Planning & Management 	 Mr N S Rao	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

		  Mr Mohit Varshney	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited 

		  Mr Anubhav Singla	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

		  Mr Vikas Ratan	 Tata Motors

9	 Technical committee	 Mr Shankar Yechury	 Ex - MSIL

		  Mr Harpreet Juneja	 ICAT			 

		  Mr Prashant Bala	 Hinduja Tech 			 

		  Mr Apoorv Bapat	 Eleation	

		  Mr Sumit Kumar	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited	

		  Mr Archisman Sen	 Renault Nissan

10	 Branding, Publication and Media	 Mr Rajesh Kumar	 Hinduja Tech

		  Mr Parampal Singh	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

		  Ms. Debjani Roy	 Continental 		

		  Mr Tushar Agarwal	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

11	 Finance committee	 Mr R Balasubramanian	 Mahindra & Mahindra

		  Mr Anubhav Singla	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

12	 Marketing	 Mr Vivek Trivedi	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

		  Mr Jitendra Malhotra	 Maruti Suzuki India Limited

13	 Awards and Prizes	 Mr Meenakshi Sundaram  	 Hinduja Tech 

14	 Alumni Committee	 Mr Abhishek Gowrisankar	 Siemens

ORGANISING COMMITTEE: 2016 MARUTI SUZUKI SUPRA SAE INDIA
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